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Trip  to  Greenwood  Cemetery,  06-28-1980 


On  June  28,  1980,  DWP  and  SRP  walked  to  the  subway  station  at  42nd  Street 
and  Eighth  Avenue.  There  they  took  the  RR  train  to  25th  Street  in  Brooklyn, 
and  entered  Greenwood  Cemetery  through  the  5th  Avenue  gate.  The  guard  at 
the  gate  pointed  DWP  and  SRP  in  the  direction  of  Section  126.  After  an 
altogether  exhilarating  walk  of  about  30  minutes  in  length  through  the 
baronial  splendors  of  this  high-Victorian  cemetery,  DWP  and  SRP  located 
Section  126,  Lot  5047.  Once  there,  DWP  and  SRP  examined  all  of  the 
stones  in  what  they  believed  to  be  Lot  5047.  They  were  not  able  to 
locate  a  tombstone  marking  the  grave  of  John  Gillespie  Murray. 


Observations  on  the  part  of  SRP: 

1.  The  Greenwood  Cemetery  office  told  SRP  on  the  telephone  on  06-27-1980 
that  their  records  show  a  George  Murray  who  was  buried  in  Greenwood 

on  May  12,  1854.  It  is  not  certain  whether  or  not  this  "George"  Murray 
is  John  Gillespie  Murray.  It  is  on  the  assumption  that  this  "George" 
Murray  is  John  Gillespie  Murray  that  DWP  and  SRP  sought  the  tombstone 
(should  one  exist)  of  JGM  in  Section  126  of  Greenwood  Cemetery.  A  Burial 
Transcript  for  this  "George"  Murray  will,  in  all  probability,  show 
whether  or  not  this  "George"  Murray  is  JGM. 

2.  DWP  and  SRP  were  not  clear  on  the  precise  boundaries  of  Section  126, 

Lot  5047.  It  is  possible  that  they  were  looking  in  the  wrong  place  for 
JGM's  tombstone.  A  trip  to  the  Cemetery  office  during  the  hours  in 
which  that  office  is  open  will  have  to  be  undertaken,  and  someone  from 
that  office  will  have  to  take  DWP  and  SRP  to  the  precise  spot  of  Grave 
320  in  Lot  5047. 

3.  Many  of  the  stones  in  what  DWP  and  SRP  believed  to  be  Lot  5047  have 
fallen  over  and  are  presently  covered  with  sod.  It  is  conceivable  that 
a  stone  marking  the  grave  of  JGM  exists,  but  is  presently  covered  with 
sod. 

4.  Many  of  the  stones  in  what  DWP  and  SRP  believed  to  be  Lot  5047--both 
those  stones  that  are  standing  and  those  that  have  fallen  over  and 
are  partially  covered  with  sod--bear  inscriptions  that  are  at  present 
illegible.  It  is  conceivable  that  a  stone  marking  the  grave  of  JGM 
exists,  but  is  presently  illegible. 

5.  Lot  5047  is  referred  to  on  the  Cemetery  signs  as  "Public  Lot  5047." 

Given  the  suddenness  of  the  death  of  JGM,  it  was,  it  appears,  necessary 
to  bury  him  in  this  public  lot,  JGM  not  having  made  arrangements  for 
his  burial.  Given  the  suddenness  of  JGM's  death  and  given  the  fact 
that  he  died  away  from  family  and  his  Carbondale  friends,  it  is  con¬ 
ceivable  that  a  tombstone  was  never  erected  on  the  site  of  the  grave 

of  JGM. 


